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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, | 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
Enquiries trade received at the Canadian Government 

tbe Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
relating to Trade. formation may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries.—A London importer has asked to be referred 
to Canadian makers of turned wood boxes and other similar wood 
goods; also spindles, broom handles, &c. To firms who could fill 
large orders promptly considerable business might result. 

nquiry is made for Canadian exporters of furniture “ in knock- 
down condition,” chair seats, backs and legs; also broom handles, 
brush heads, sashes, flooring, boxes, &c. 
A 
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Openings for British Trade. 


A well-known firm in the provision trade in London desire to 
participate in the Canadian bacon trade, and would be prepared to 
act as agents for a large exporter, or would finance a factory, 
co-operative or otherwise. 


Canadian Enquiries.—A Canadian inquiry has been received for 
names of manufacturers in England of jam-making machinery, jars, 
covers, &c. 

A correspondent in Ontario asks to be referred to importers of 
hardwood blocks of various kinds, maple, beech, birch, oak, &e. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
: Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 


aaquiziee Curator of which Section further particulars 
valeting to Trale. may be obtained 


Home Enquiries.—A company manufacturing pumps and pumping 
machinery is prepared to appoint a responsible Canadian firm to act 
as its agents for the Dominion. 

A Scotch firm desires names of Canadian producers of canned 
vegetables, fruits, &c. 


Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian manufacturer of finished lasts 
of all kinds for the boot and shoe industry asks to be placed in 
communication with a United Kingdom firm of good standing 
prepared to do business in these classes of goods. 

A Toronto firm of dry goods commission agents of ten’ years’ 
standing seeks a few additional agencies in woollens, underwear, 
cottons and similar goods. 


With reference to the notice on p ge of the “ Board of Trade 
. Journal” for 30th May last, the “ Moneta 
— ng Times” (Toronto) of 37th ult. reports that 
St. pea plans are being perfected for the proposed new 
bridge across “the St. Lawrence, at Montreal. 
The main channel of the river is to be crossed by a single span, a 
clear headway of 150 feet to exist from the- ordinary high water 
level to the lower chord of the bridge, for a width of 600 feet. 
Other works to be constructed are a union passenger station, 
together with all rail terminals and facilities, and also an elevator 
in Montreal. Application will also be made for power to construct 
branches connecting the said bridge with different lines of railway 
not exceeding in any one case ten miles in length, to own and 
operate telegraph and telephone lines, roadways, tramways and 
roads, &c. 
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PORTUGUESE WEST AFRICA. 


The “Engineering News” (New York) of 2nd inst. reports that. 
the Compagnie de Mossamédes (Paris) has 


Railway received a concession of land in Angola from 
Material, Port the Port Go 
Works, &c. e Portuguese vernment for a railway from 


Port Alexander to the interior. Amongst the 
projects of the Company are the establishment of a port, construc- 
tion of quays, docks, telegraphic lines, &c. The concessionaires 
have recently made numerous mining concessions to subsidiary 
companies. 


SPAIN. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 11th inst. contains Royal Orders 

: authorising the following railway concessions :— 
Railway 

Senitie To Don José Navarro Vivaldi and Don Ramén 

: Bernardo Araus for a branch line connecting 

the landing place of Almadravillas with the railway lines of the 

Sup de Espaiia Company, and those of the Sierra Alhamilla 
Company, for 99 years, without State subvention. 

To the mining company of Sierra Menera, for a railway from 
Ojos Negros to Sagunto, without State subvention. 

To the railway company of Bilbao to Portugalete, for a line from 
the present station at Portugalete to the point known as El Calero 
in the jurisdiction of Santurce, without State subvention. 

To Don José Navarro Vivaldi for a metre gauge line from La 
Escombrera de la Mina de San Miguel, in the neighbourhood of 
the village of Gallarta, to the outer harbour of Bilbao, with 
branches to the railway lines of La Orconera, Galdames, 
Disputacion and Franco-Belga. 

Copy of the Gazette containing the above may be seen 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., on any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


' URUGUAY. 


It is reported in the “ Engineering News” (New York) of 2nd 
inst., that the Uruguayan Chamber is about to 


a accord to a native company a concession for 
Mat weg electric tramways connecting the capital with 


various districts in the environs. The system 
will be one of 30 kilometres, with turn-outs at each 500 metres. 


A2 
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Openings for British Trade. 


TURKEY: ASIA MINOR. 


The following notes are taken from reports received through the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Vice-Consul at Adana, whose “ sugges- 
tions for British traders,” published by the Foreign Office in 
October last, were noticed in the “Board of Trade Journal” of 
24th of that month on pp. 156-7. 

The trade in labour-saving agricultural machinery is growing 
owing to the increasing scarcity and cost of labour. 


Some twenty-five of these, also eight steam-ploughs were recently 

owned in the district, being let out during 
Steam-threshers. the harvest, but the demand for such machinery 

is comparatively limited, owing to its cost. 
Threshing machines should be capable of breaking up the straw 
very fine, as when trodden out by cattle, because in this form it is 
used as fodder. ‘l'hey should also be capable of burning straw as 
fuel, wood being scarce. 


There are over 1,500 of these in the vilayet, all American. The 
primary necessity in such harvesters is lightness, 
Harvesters. the cattle of the country being weak and poorly 
nourished. The ones in use here do not weigh 
over 8 cwts., but being of malleable iron are strong. Cast-iron 
must not be used, as, once broken, repair is impossible. Average 
price is about 161. to 18/., but a few months’ credit is necessary 
until the buyers have encashed their crops. There is said to be 
little risk in giving the Turkish farmer credit, but the risk is 
through untrustworthy agents. Some 200 harvesters were sold 
this season. 


Good strong cheap ploughs should find a ready sale if once brought 
to the notice of the people. To find a sale they 
Ploughs. must be both light, strong, and cheap single- 
handed ploughs. Some foreign ploughs are 

now used. 


There is a demand for these and machines to gin cotton grown 
. inthe plain. There are already some 20 cotton 
rote na ginning establishments worked by machinery 
‘from England, either by hydraulic or steam 

power. 


As the plain is traversed by three fine rivers, besides smaller 
snail streams, there would probably be a demand 
aie for irrigation machinery if a few cheap 
Ty: machines could be imported and erected as 


samples. 
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Although many thousands are sold, the interior of the country is 
still an unopened field for these, which must 

Sowing Machines. be light, cheap, and strong; the trade is only 
in its infancy. 


The Vice-Consul is emphatic in suggesting the formation of an 
Agricultural Machinery Agency at Adana, with an Englishman in 
charge to supervise local sub-agents which should be appointed at 
other places such as Kaiserich, Albistan, Marash, Diabekir, 
Mossul, &c., and visited occasionally by the man in charge at 
Adana. He adds, “ Should the railway be extended from Konieh 
towards Baghdad, a great trade may be expected in agricultural 
machinery, as an increased export market for all products will 
spring up.” Meantime he points out that Adana is only 2} hours 
by rail from the port of Mersina, which is well served by a number 
of steamship lines, including a direct British line, and that the 
relations between the Vice-Consulate and the Government officials 
in the vilayet are excellent, and any British commercial develop- 
ment will be welcomed. 

The Vice-Consul has forwarded some catalogues of harvesters, 
p‘oughs, &c., showing machines which have already found favour 
in the district. These, together with the original reports, can be 
seen on application at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


PERU. 


Referring to the notice on p. 266 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” 
of 1st August last, a further communication 


——— has been received at the Commercial Intelligence 
Catalornes so a Branch of the Board of Trade from the Consul 
Price Lists for Peru at Southampton, handing copies of 
edhe the. printed notices issued by the National Society 


of Agriculture of Lima, and by the National 
Mining Society, inviting manufacturers, exporters and commission 
agents in Europe and the United States to send them their cata- 
logues, prices current, and, if possible, samples of manufactures, 
that they may be placed under the notice of buyers. 

The Consul remarks that catalogues, price lists and small 
samples will be sent by him free. He adds that the chief industries 
of Peru are agriculture and mining. Under the former he names 
sugar-cane, cotton, wool, rice, vines, cattle, coffee, cocoa, coca, 
olives, potatoes, silkworms, cereals; and, under mining, gold, 
silver, copper, petroleum, quicksilver, borax, salt, coal and sulphur. 


102 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Jan. 16, 1902- 


Openings for British T nade 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


GERMANY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 54 of the “Board of Trade 
Exhibition at Journal ” for 10th October last, it is stated in 
Dusseldorf in the “ Iron Age ” of 2nd inst. that the industrial 

1902 exhibition to be held at Dusseldorf in 1902 will 
“ be built on the bank of the Rhine, and is to be 

150 acres in extent. By the wish of the German Emperor, the 

Crown Prince has undertaken the office of patron, while the 

Ministers of Finance, of Education and Commerce, are honorary 

presidents. The executive committee include some of the 

rincipal representatives of Rhenish Westphalian industry. The 

Gaildines will be of large size and of ornate appearance. Frederick 

Krupp will have an exhibition palace of 405 feet in length, filled 

exclusively with the products of his own works. The building of 

the Society of Mining Interests will cover an area of one and a half 
acres. Several structures will be put up by the German Beton 

Company to illustrate their method of construction. Separate 

buildings will contain the exhibits of the Bochumer Verein and 

the Rhenish machine and metal factory. The great industrial hall, 
with its dependent buildings, will cover seven and a half acres, the 
length being 1,275 feet, and the width 225 feet. The entire 
exhibition will contain 110 different edifices and pavilions, and 

will show the products of 2,300 exhibitors. There will be a 

number of congresses held during the time the exhibition is 

open, and among them the Iron and Steel Institute will hold its 
autumn meeting, while the Institution of Naval Architects will 
participate officially in the Congress of the German Shipbuilding 

Society. 


4) 
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COMMERCIAL METHODS IN SIBERIA. 


OPENINGS FOR TRADE. 


The “ Builetin Commercial ” (Brussels) of 4th inst. contains the 
‘following details relating to commercial customs and methods and 
openings for trade in Siberia, which are based on particulars given 
in a work entitled “‘ La Sibérie économique ” :— 


Commercial Customs.—The Siberian merchant resembles in a 
large degree his confrére in the Russian capital ; but the difficulties 
in the way of communication, his great independence and the 
nature of the life, have rendered him, perhaps, more intelligent, 
‘more energetic, and sometimes even more enterprising. 

Payments are usually made, as in Russia, at 3, 6, 9 and 12 
months. It should be noted, however, that owing to the difficulties 
in the way of trade and to the amount of capital necessary, the 
-average capital of the Siberian merchant is probably higher than 
that of the Russian merchant. 

The districts around Lake Baikal are directly dependent on the 
Russian capital. The superfluous quantities of Siberian staples, 
such as corn, butter and furs, often find their way over Russian 
frontiers to other countries in Europe, but articles imported into 
Siberia for consumption used to come almost exclusively from 
Russia. 

Openings for Trade.—The opening of the Trans-Siberian railway 
has slightly modified this state of things. The railway has 
increased the wealth of Siberia, thus cating her to consume 
more and causing an increased demand for foreign goods. There 
is, then, an opening in Siberia for many kinds of goods hitherto 
sent exclusively from Russia, though the market will for a few 
years be greatly restricted, especially as regards articles of luxury, 


which, it is evident, will not be much required in a country ° 


inhabited chiefly by agriculturists and a half-nomadic population. 
The number of dwellers in towns is comparatively unimportant, 
the towns containing only one-eighth of the entire population, and 
their inhabitants, chiefly high officials and wealthy merchants, 
would hardly be disposed to buy articles which arrived there 
burdened with cost of transport, Customs duties, and other 
expenses doubling or trebling the original cost. Only small 
quantities of wines and spirits, preserved fish, fruits and vegetables, 
toilet requisites, perfumery, crystals, porcelain and crockeryware, 
woollen and silk piece-goods, arms, furniture, books, musical 
instruments, jewellery, metal goods, made-up skins, paints, tannins, 
seeds, coffee and spices, &c., can profitably be exported to these 
centres. 

There are, in fact, only two towns in Siberia where such goods 
would meet with a certain demand, viz., Tomsk and Irkutsk. 

Agricultural implements, machinery and industrial material for 
flour mills, oil manufactories, butter factories, distilleries, tanneries, 


| 
4] 
| 


104 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. (Jan. 16, 1902. 


Commercial Methods in Siberia. 


gold, iron and coal mines, saw-mills, brick-fields, sali-works, 
manufactories of preserves, rope, paper, &c., would find a better 
ket in the present transitional condition of the country. 

astern Siberia, especially the Amour basin (the basin of the 
Lena depends entirely on Irkutsk), offered at one time a good 
market for foreign, products. Trade relations were carried on 
with China, Japan, the United States of America and Germany. 
Two firms, one German and the other American, divided the 
greater part of this international trade. The former, which has an 
office at Odessa, installed a branch at Vladivosteck in 1864. At 
the present time it has 18 branches established in Eastern Siberia, 
the chief being at Blagovestchensk, Khabarovsk, Nicolaievsk, and . 
Port Arthur. Besides representing numerous assurance and 
transport companies and shipping companies, both Russian and 
other, this firm transacts business affairs of all kinds, acts as bank, 
and stores merchandise of the most varied description—agricultural 
machinery, toilet articles, clothing, spirits, &c. It is said to realise 
enormous profits. The goods imported by the firm are sent 
principally from Hamburg and Odessa. 

The American firm founded in 1870 is run on analogous lines. 
Its head offices are at Moscow, and branches are established at 
Vladivostock, Nicolaievsk, Khabarovsk, Blagovestchensk, &c. 
This firm has a purchasing house at Hamburg. 

Eastern Siberia may now, however be regarded as in a position 
more akin to the Baikal districts mentioned above, i.e., as being 
directly dependent on Russia, but with this difference, that being 
less densely populated and less productive it offers a less limited 
opening. 

Commercial Methods.—Owing to the remoteness of Siberia and 
the lack of rapid transport thither, merchants and manufacturers not 
having depdts for their goods in Russia have to content themselves 
by sending travellers to visit their Siberian customers. On the 
other hand, the sparsity of the population will for some time to 
come cause a lack of activity in trade. 

Merchants who are desirous of finding an opening in this new 
market should not establish special branches for a particular class 
of goods. There would appear to be only one way which is at once 
efficacious and economical, and that is for a body of merchants and 
manufacturers to group themselves together and to accredit repre- 
sentatives at Tomsk and Irkutsk sharing the expenses among them. 
It is indispensable that these representatives should have a depot 
for goods sufficiently large to enable them to respond to the 
demands of customers, who, as a rule, prefer to pay more so long 
as the goods are on the spot, rather than wait from three’ to six 
months or more for an order to be executed at a lower price.. For 
most descriptions of merchandise such a depot is absolutely 
necessary, and it would mean certain loss to attempt to do without 
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it. The representatives must have a knowledge of the Russian 
language, without which he would find both the life and the 
business impossible. Sales should be made in Russian money, 
weights, and measures, goods passed through the customs and 
delivered in Siberia. ‘The natives of Siberia have remained wholly 
outside European influence, and they are far more ignorant of 
European customs than are the Russians themselves. All pay- 
ments and settlements should be done through the intermediary of 
the representatives, who should be chosen with sufficient care to 
allow entire confidence being placed in them, and the necessary 
power of initiative granted. 

_ _ Commercial bodies formed for the purpose of seeking an outlet 
for the sale of their goods in Siberia should endeavour as much as 
possible to get into touch directly with the consumer by the 
establishment of large deposit warehouses where goods could be 
sold both wholesale and retail. The Siberian trader indeed is 
accustomed to add a large percentage on to the goods he sells, so 
that. by passing merchandise through his hands he would obtain 
the greater part of the profits. 


Manchuria: Port of Dalny. 


In connection with the preceding article relating to Siberia, it 
may be interesting to note that the new port of Dalny on the 
coast of the Liaotung Peninsula, near Talienwan, was opened by 
the Governor of Port Arthur on the 25th July last. On the same 
day, the first steamer of the new line to run between Dalny, Port 
Arthur, and Chefoo three times a week, was moored alongside the 
_ new jetty. This jetty is made of solid steel, and the harbour 
has been dredged so as to afford a depth of 18 feet at low tide; a 
dry dock is also almost finished. 

When Newchwang is closed by ice, merchandise can be sent 
thence by train to Dalny, where the port will be open all the year 
round, 

It is stated also that the railway will shortly grant considerably 
reduced rates on goods coming from the north, in order that they 
should be shipped trom Dalny instead of Newchwang. At Dalny, itis 
said, six steamers can discharge cargo At once, and where, more- 
over, the services of a pilot are not required, the approach to the 
harbour being a very easy one, with no bar such as is found at 
Newchwang. 

The British Vice-Consul at Tientsin states that the town of 
Dalny is being well-built, the wharves are solidly constructed, the 
streets are built at right angles, are wide and planted with trees. 
He is of opinion that the only town on this part of the coast which 
will compare with Dalny will be Tsintau, which the Germans are 
constructing equally rapidly on the Bay of Kiao Chow. 


| | 
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BRITISH VERSUS GERMAN COAL AT HAMBURG 
IN 1901. 


A despatch, dated 5th inst., has been received at the Foreigm 
Office from H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg, enclosing a report 
on the import trade of British and German coal at Hamburg in 
the year 1901. 

The report states that during the year 1901 the importations. 
respectively of British and of Westphalian coal to Hamburg, as: 
eemiearen with the figures for the preceding nine years, were as 
ollows :— 


| 
| Westphalian Total Coal 
Year. British Coal. | 
| 
Tons. Tons. | Tons, 

903,185 2,518,185. 
1998. 1,003,590 —-2,599.726. 
1895 ... ove 1,683,000 1,298,270 | 2,98 1,270- 
1896 ... 1,797,000 1,410,810 3,207,810. 
1897 ... 2,156,000 1,452,090 3,608,090 
1898 ... 2,055,000 1,652,150 | 8,707,150 
1899 ... 2,420,150 1,645,800 | 4,065,950» 
1900 ... 3,019,400 1,598,200 4,617,600 

| 


It will be seen from the preceding figures that the aggregate- 
importations of coal to Hamburg in 1901 were 201,810 tons less. 
than in 1900, and that whilst the imports of British coal last year 
experienced a falling off of 327,610 tons, or 11 per cent., the 
imports of the Westphalian product in 1901 experienced an 
increase of 125,800 tons, or about 10 per cent., as compared with 
the figures for the year 1900. 

In looking at the above statistics for the year 1901, it should be- 
borne in mind, when’comparing them with those for 1900, that the 
latter year was an abnormal one in the Hamburg Coal Market. 
In order to obtain a juster estimate of the importance of last year’s 
import trade and of its probable future prospects, the figures for: 
1901 should, in consequence, be compared with those for 1899, and 
not with those for 1900. If this is done it will be seen that British. 
coal last year showed an increase of 251,640 tons, and Westphalian 
coal an increase of only 78,200 tons, as compared with the figures. 
for 1899. 
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THE DAIRY EXPORT TRADE OF MONTREAL. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a publication 
entitled the “‘ Export Trade of the Port of Montreal,” compiled by 
the Commercial Department of “The Gazette,” (Montreal), from 
which the following particulars relating to the dairy export trade 
of the port have been extracted. As the navigation season of 
the port closed on 25th November last, the particulars given for 
1901 are virtually those for the whole year. 

Cheese,—The cheese market in the season of 1901 has certainly 
been of a most peculiar character, and various powerful influences 
have co-operated to make it so. In the first place prices all along 
have ruled considerably below those of the preceding year, and 
this condition was all the more curious in view of the fact that 
exports from the North American Continent from week to week, 
since the opening of the manufacturing season, have shown an 
average decrease of over 11 per cent. The difference in value has 
ranged all the way from half to two cents per pound, the most 
striking decline in 1901, compared with 1900, being recorded 
during the months of August, September, and October. 

On the whole, therefore, farmers in the season of 1901 have had 
to be content with 1-00 dol. per box less than the preceding year, 
and as a result of it their aggregate return from cheese has fallen 
off fully 4,000,060 dols. 

The following figures show the quantity and value of cheese 
exported from Montreal during each of the last six years :— 


Year. Quantity. | Cost Value. an — 

Boxes.* | Dols. Dols. 
1897 ... se 2,102,985 14,195,000 6°75 
1898.00 2,900,000 | 12,065,000 6-35 
1989... vee ...| 1,896,496 | 14,698,000 7°75 
1900... | 16,560,000 8-00 
1901 ... ove 1,791,613 | 12,541,291 700 


“ . * Box = about 90 lbs. 
The following table shows the quantities of Canadian cheese 
exported to the United Kingdom from Montreal during each of the 
last six years, distinguishing the principal ports of destination :— 


Ports. 1896, 1897. | 1898, 1899. 190. 1901. 
Boxes. Boxes. | Boxes, Boxes. Boxes. Boxes. 
London ... «| 757,745 | 850,846 | 651,998 | 747,010 | 865,353 | 717,199 
Liverpool ake + 392,103 | 417,175 540,610 | 426,364 | 465,035 | 422,847 
Bristol ... ... 437,735 | 546,689 | 447,644 | 487,476 | 451,054 | 409,421 
Glasgow ... w+ 99,032 | 142,224 | 84.879 70,013 | 127,929 | 108,247 
Other ports ooo} 40,111 146,051 | 163,654 | 165,633 | 168,324 | 133,899 
Total ... 1,726,726 '2,102,985 1,888,785 /1,896,496 |2,077,695 (1,791,613 

| 
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Butter.—The butter season, in contrast to that of cheese, was a 
satisfactory one, as not only did prices show an average profit, 
but the exports to Great Britain had a sensible increase. In 
fact, the return to the farmers in the season of 1901 from this 
branch of dairying shows an increase of over 2,000,000 dols., and 
it has now become a much canvassed question whether Canadian 
dairymen should not adopt some system which would compel 
Canadian farmers to turn more milk into butter, and curtail the 
output of cheese. 

The return from butter in 1901 compared with previous seasons 
is as follows :— 


Year. Quantity. | Cost Value. 
| 

Packages. Dols. Dols. 
1896 ... ons 167,321 1,890,000 12°25 
1897 ... 220,000 2,697,000 12°00 
1898 ... ots ...| 270,000 3,307,500 12°25 
1899 ... oes we 451,050 5,998,000 13°30 
1900 ... | 256,000 3,640,000 14-00 
1901 ... 410,000 6,027,000 14:70 


The following table shows the distribution of the butter exports 
from Montreal during each of the last six years :— 


Ports. 1896. | 1897. 


1898. | 1899. | 1900. | 1901. 


Pkgs. Pkgs. | Pkgs. | Pkgs. Pkgs. | Pkgs. 


London ... ...| 16,776 53,684 80,910 105,135 67,340 | 136,534 
Liverpool... .... 17,112 35,765 48,357 105,864 108,208 | 120.158 
Bristol ... .... 104,98] 116,397 | 118,219 158,210, 28,105 | 83,345 
Other ports | 19,422 | 31,436 81,841 52,910 | 70,856 


Total ... ..., 157,321 225,268 | 278,922 451,050 256,568 | 410,893 
| i 
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INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS OF NEW ZEALAND. 


The “New Zealand Trade Review” of 28th November last 
contains the following particulars regarding some of the most 
important of New Zealand industrics, which have been extracted 
from a return recently published by the Registrar-General of that 
Colony :— 


1899. 1895. 1900. 
Value of Value of |, Value of 
Number. Output, Number. Output. Sumber. Output. 
Meat-freezing, preserv- | £ £ 
ing, &c., works... 43 659 43 |1,652,275 48 |3,834,891 
Butter and cheese | 
factories... 74 150,957 170 501,274 247 1,585,150 
Grain mills... oes 129 | 991,812 90 | 874,656 78 = 682,884 
Hemp ,, 177 234,266 52 32,546 101 | 203,492 
Soap and candle works 19 | 155,714! 22 | 152,298 24 | 158,649 
Saw-mills and sash | 
and door factories... 243 | 832,959 299 | 898,807 334 — 1,265,689 
ning, currying and Tenpits| 1,026,349 |: Tanpits 1,237,252 1,888,107 
wool scouring 1,076 1,252 L216 
Boot and shoe factories 47 | 403,736 65 | 357,806 126 | 529,254 
Bacon-curing _estab- | | 
lishments ... 33 83,435 37 | 86,022 39 | 159,564 
Cycle works ... 7 5,655 19 | 18,817 71 «&5.047 


The strides made in the meat-freezing and preserving industry 
in the latest quinquennial period, are exemplified by the figures 
representing the total value of output at each date as follows :— 


£ 
1900 ose ose 3,834, 891 


Not only is there a large increase in the number of carcases 
dealt with, but considerable expansion in the range of hy- 
products. 

The dairy industry also shows a remarkable increase, as will 
be seen from the value of total output given in the following 


figures £ 
1890s... soe one 150,957 
1895... ode 801,274 
1900... | 535, 150 


It is to be noted that this applies ‘only to factory-made goods, 
and shows the growth of the factory system. In the year 
1890 very little factory work was done, the supplies being chiefly 
drawn from dairies. Even in 1895 the factories only turned out 
11,336,776 lbs. of butter when the home consumption of New 
Zealand was estimated at about 12,000,000 lbs., and the exports 
amounted to nearly 6,500,000 Ibs. In the year 1890,-when the 

value of the total factory output was only 150,957/., the colony 
exported butter and cheese to the value of 207, 6871, besides 
providing for its own consumption. 
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Grain mills are decreasing in number, and, although approxi- 
mately the same amount of grain has been treated as the average 
of the two previous returns, the value of the output has decreased. 

The hemp industry has experienced great fluctuations during 
the last ten years. A noticeable feature shown by the returns is 
that over one-half of the value of the output goes in wages. 

Soap and candle works do not give evidence of any material 
progress. Though the number of factories has been increased from 
19 to 24, the total output shows very little improvement in ten 
years. Meantime, the imports have grown, and for the year ending 
30th September last show an increase of fully 50 per cent. on the 
previous twelvemonth. These figures suggest anything but a 
thriving condition for the industry. The advantage of having 
local supplies of tallow to operate upon is almost nullified by 
the fact that the demand runs almost entirely on the sperm 
candles, and for these New Zealand factories have to import the 
paraffin and pay an import duty of }d. per lb., while the duty on 
the imported candle is only 1d. New Zealand manufacturers are 
now threatened with competition from America. 

Saw mills and sash and door factories show substantial progress, 
-and here also the proportion of the takings that are absorbed by 
wages is large, being over 40 per cent. 

As regards fellmongering, tanning, currying, and wool scouring, 
while the number of works shows a moderate increase, and the 
‘quantity of wool treated has more than doubled in the last ten years, 
it is noticeable that the number of tanpits has been reduced since 
1895, and the number of skins tanned has fallen to less than one- 
third of the number for 1895. It would appear that they are now 
sent forward as salted pelts. There is some evidence, however, of 
other products being evolved, and the value of the total output 
has increased by over 50 per cent. in the five years since the 
previous census. 

A number of small bootmaking concerns which were not treated 
as “ factories” on previous occasions have been included in the 
return. The figures do not therefore give a legitimate comparison 
with those of 1895 and 1890. The number of factories is, by this 
step, nearly doubled, but the number of pairs of boots and shoes 
made is only increased by less than 9 per cent., while there is 
considerable increase in slippers and uppers. ; 

Although the latest return with regard to bacon-curing establish- | 
ments shows a substantial increase upon 1895, the industry has 
not reached large dimensions. With the growth of the dairy 
trade, this, as an allied industry, is expected to make more rapid 
progress. 

The manufacture of cycles has not assumed large proportions, 
but, as marking the progress of a young industry, the figures are 
not without interest. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Agriculture have recently issued two Orders respect- 
ing the importation of dogs into Great Britain 
Importation of fom abroad and from Ireland respectively. 
According to the first of these Orders, which 
is entitled the “ Importation of Dogs Order of 1901,” and came 
into force on the 1st inst., dogs may not be imported into Great. 
Britain from abroad without a license having been previously ob- 
tained from the Board of Agriculture. Until the 15th March next 
the landing of dogs will be authorised under substantially the same 
conditions as to detention and isolation as bave hitherto obtained. 
After the 15th March, the landing of dogs will be subject to Article 
2 of the Order, which expressly provides that every imported dog 
must be detained and isolated at the expense of its owner upon 
premises in the occupation and under the control of a veterinary 
surgeon, which shall have previously been approved in writing by 
the Board of Agriculture for that purpose, for a period of six 
calendar months, during which the dog may not be moved from the 
place of detention except as provided in that article. 

The second Order, entitled the “ Dogs (Landing from Ireland) 
Revocation Order of 1901,” which came into force on the 12th 
December last, removes all restrictions on the importation of dogs 
into Great Britain from Ireland. 

Fall particulars of these Orders may be obtained at any Custom- 
House, or at the Offices of the Board of Agriculture, 4, Whitehall 
Place, S.W. 


AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Office of the Agent- 
~ General for New South Wales the following 


Notice to : 
rters of Dog ne hia with regard to the sending of dogs to 
to Sydney. “ Do 


s shipped from London, intended to be 
landed in New South Wales, must be examined before shipment 
and be accompanied by certificates of health from Mr. Sidney 
Villar, F.R.C.V.S., of Harrow-on-the-Hill, Veterinary Inspector 
on behalf of the New South Wales Government. Dogs arriving 
at Sydney unaccompanied by such certificates will be liable to an 
extension of the usual quarantine period (six months), as the 
Minister for Mines and Agriculture may direct. 

“ Dogs shipped from Liverpool or Glasgow for Sydney must also 
be accompanied by certificates from the Government Veterinary 
Inspectors at those ports, whose addresses, and other particulars, 
can be obtained from the Agent- General for New South Wales, 
9, Victoria Street; London, 8. W.” 
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EGYPT. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 638 of the 
Valuation Tariff “ Journal ” for the 14th March last, relative to 
for Coal andCoke, * \#uation Tariff* in use by the Egyptian 
Customs Authorities for the purpose of assessing 
Customs duties on coal and coke, the Board of T'rade have now 
received a copy of a new Tariff of Valuations for coal and coke of 
various descriptions, which was to come into operation on the Ist 
inst., and remain in operation for six months or until denuncia- 
tion. The Tariff is as follows :— 


Valuation per ton of 
1,000 kilogs, (2,204 lbs.)+ 


Former. New. 

| £Et 

South Wales coal—Cardiff, Swansea, Newport, &c...., 1-300 1:050 
Newcastle, Sunderland, and other North Country coal 1-000 0-850 


Liverpool, Lancashire, Yorkshire, and Noth Wales 
coal ; also French, German, and other coal, not 
classified ... 0-900 0-780 

Newcastle gas coal, for the use of the gas factory . | 

Briquettes (patent ‘fuel) of any ove 

Dust, slack, and small coal... 0-800 0.680 

Foundry coke and Cannel coal as oval 


Gas coke, of any origin ... 1-300 1:075 
American coal... oe 1-300 1-050 
Turkish coal 0-900 0°780 


* For particulars as to the nature of these Egyptian Valuation Tariffs, see 
* Board of Trade Jcuinal” for the 19th December last, p. 551. 

+ Duty is charged on these valuations at the 1:ate of 8 per cent. 

t £E=11. 0s. 6d. 


FRANCE—!IVORY COAST-FRENCH CONGO. 


According to decrees published in the “Journal Officiel,” for the 
Rematinint Gein 8th inst., the quantities of coffee, the produce 
Pe dn Seat of the French Ivory Coast, and of coffee and 
Genet dnd af cocoa in the bean, the produce of the French 
Coffee and Cocoa portion of the Conventional Congo Basin, which 
from the French ™2Y be admitted into France at reduced rates 
“Congo District, during the year 1902, have been fixed as 
follows 

Kilogs. 

Coffee from the Ivory Coast ... Pag 60,000 

Coffee from the French Congo D: strict. 50,000 


Cocoa from the French Congo District ... 20,000 
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SAN SALVADOR. 


The Board of Trade have received information of several Laws and 

wr ORY Ministerial Ordinances affecting the tariff of 

Modifications San Salvador, which appeared during last year 

in the Salvadorian “ Diario Oficial.” The 

following modifications of the Customs Tariff published in the 

“ Board of Trade Journal” during February and March last have 
accordingly to be noted :-— 


. Bags containing coffee intended for export are exempt from all 
duties. 


Colowred cotton yarn is subject to an import duty of 5 centavos 
per kilog. 


Unbleached cotton tissue (“ siantadiil ”), with a single coloured 
stripe not — 1 centimetre in width, is dutiable as “cotton 
drill, uncoloured,” at the rate of 20 centavos per kilog. 


Sheet cotton wadding for padding the interior of clothing is 
dutiable at the rate of 2 centavos per kilog. 


Bags. Empty bags, intended to contain indigo for export, are 
dutiable at the rate of 50 centavos per kilog. The amount of 
import duty paid on bags in which ores are exported, will be 
refunded in cash to exporters of ore, at the time of exportation. 


Indigo is now exempt from all duties on exportation. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 
The President of the Board of Trade has appointed the following 


ntlemen, viz. :— 
(Chairman), 
Mr. W. F. G. Anderson, 

Captain H. Acton-Blake, 
Mr, Thomas Burt, M.P., 
Captain A. J. G. Chalmers, 
Colonel John M. Denny, M.P., 
Mr. Walter J. Howell, 
Vice-Admiral R. M. Lloyd, C.B., 
Mr. W. Milburn, junior, 
Mr. J. Havelock Wi!son, 

to be a committee to inquire into and report upon— 

1. The causes that have led to the employment of a large and’ . 
increasing proportion of Lascars and foreigners in the British: 
Merchant Service, and the effect of such employment upon the 
reserve of seamen of British Nationality available for naval purposes. 
in time of peace or war. . 

(2) The sufficiency or otherwise of the existing law and 
practice for securing proper food, accommodation, medical atten- 
tion, and reasonable conditions of comfort and well-being for: 
seamen on British merchant ships. 

(3) The prevalence of desertion and other offences against 
discipline in the Mercantile Marine, and to make such recom- 
mendations with respect to these matters as they may think fit. 

The President has also appointed Mr. G. E. Baker, of the Board 
of Trade, to be Secretary to the Committee. 


CEYLON. 


With reference to the note on p. 418 of the “ Board of Trade- 
Railwa Journal” for 22nd November, 1900, at the 
Ext ml opening of the Legislative Council of Ceylon 

: on 18th October last, the Governor, in his: 

address, alluding to recent railway extension in the Colony, 

stated that the railways under construction are the Northern, 
the Kelani Valley, and that from Nanu-oya to Nuwara Eliya and 
onwards to the hill districts of Uda Pussellawa. 

The cost of these railways is estimated at Rs. 11,029,376, 
Rs. 4,034,780, and Rs, 1,301,351 respectively. On the Northern 
Railway the expenditure at the end of July amounted to. 
Rs. 3,200,000. At both ends substantial progress has been made. 
On the first 40 miles at the southern end the works are in hand, 
including nearly all the bridges and culverts on the first 20 miles. 
The rails are laid for ten miles, and there is a large quantity of 
bridge, permanent way, and other material on the ground. 


NoTe,—Kupee = Is, 4d, 
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In the same address the Governor reported that very satisfactory 
ware! progress had been made on the works under 
Extensi construction in connection with the harbour. 

During the working season, which terminated 

-on the 31st March, 1901, the North-West or Middle Breakwater 

was advanced 600 ft., making a total of 1,050 ft. completed, out of 

2,650 ft. The number of sloping blocks set during the season was 

2,100. It is anticipated that during the next season a further 

length of 720 ft. will be added, leaving 880 ft. to complete the 
work. 
The patent slip is now well advanced. The cylinder guide 

_ jetty, which is 500 ft. long, has been completed, and the concrete 

blocks forming the under water portion of the slipway are now 
being set by two overhead 10-ton travellers. Some delay was 
experienced in getting plant from England owing to the large 
demand, but since this was received progress has been continuous. 
It is hoped that the slip will be ready to take up vessels early this 


_year. 


GERMANY. 


_A despatch dated 2nd inst. has been received at the Foreign 
FR Office from H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg, 
i pe enclosing a memorandum with regard to the 

nme number and tonnage of sea-going vessels of all 
; nations entered and cleared at the port of 

Hamburg during the year 1901, as compared with the figures fo 

~the preceding ten years. ' 
The following table shows the number and tonnage of sea-going 

-ships of all nations (including coasting vessels) entered and cleared 

.at Hamburg during the years 1890, 1895, 1899, 1900, and 1901 :— 


| Entered. Cleared. 
Year, | 
Registered Registered 
Number. | Tonnage. Number. Tonnage. 
8,176 | 5,203,000 8,185 5,214,000 
1895... .. 9,443 6,254,000 9,446 6,280,000 
7,780,000 


It will be seen that the total arrivals of sea-going ships at 
Hamburg, as compared with the preceding year, show in 1901 a 
decline of 255 in number, but an increase of 345,000 tons in 
tonnage. ‘These facts together show that there was again last 


| 
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year an increase in the dimensions of the vessels visiting Hamburg. 
Statistics regarding the nationality of the vessels entered and 
cleared at Hamburg have not yet been published; neither is it 
as yet possible to obtain a detailed return showing the countries 
whence the vessels arrived, and whither they were bound, in 1901. 

The following figures show the total number and tonnage of 
vessels which arrived last year at the Port of Hamburg from the 
United Kingdom, distinguishing vessels laden exclusively with 
coal, and vessels laden with other cargoes :— 


1899, | 1900. | 1901. 


No. Tons, No. Tons. No. Tons. 


| 


| 
1,001,000 | 1,816 | 1,269,000 | 1,615 | 1,119,000 
1,360,000 | 2,398 | 1,456,000 | 2,344 1,452,000 


With coal ... «| 1,459 
With other cargoes..| 2,408 


Total ... +] 3,867 | 2,361,000 | 4,214 | 2,725,000 | 3,959 2,571,000 
| 

It will be observed that in 1901 there was a falling-off of 255 

ships and of 154,000 tons in the tonnage of ships arrived at 

Hamburg from the United Kingdom, which was mainly due to the 

decrease in the arrivals of vessels laden with coal, last year's 

falling-off in these latter having been 201 ships and 150,000 tons. 


Referring to the notice on p. 29 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” 

: of 4th July last, respecting German subsidised 

pow SS. Co Board of Trade have received, through the 

Foreign Office, an extract from the ‘ Reichs- 
Anzeiger” of 17th ult., containing the new time-table of the 

German Kast Africa Steamship Company. 

This time-table may be seen on application at the Commercial 

Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid,” of 9th inst., contains a notice authorising 
Floating Coal Don Manuel Barcena y Franco, to establish 
sd two floating coal depéts in the Bay of Vigo, 
myers. between the Guixas shore and the light-house 

of La Guia. 


See “ Board of Trade Journal,” p. 639, of 22nd March, p. 217, 
of 3rd May, and p. 624, of 2ist June, 1900, as to the regulations 
affecting these depéts, which are intended for the supply of coal 
out of bond to ocean-going steamers. 


| 
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With reference to appeared at p. 624 of the 
. “Journal” for the 21st June, 1900, respectin 

to the Spanish regulations with regard the 

Coal from Storage removal of coal from storage hulks for the use 

Hulks of ocean-going vessels, the Board of Trade have 

: received, through the Foreign Office, copy of a 

Spanish Royal Decree, explaining the term “ ocean-going” vessels. 
The following extract gives the substance of the Decree :—- 

“ All vessels can supply themselves with coal from the floatin 
stores, so long as they are making voyages of the second or thir 
class, as defined in the regulations of the tax on transport; that 
is to say, vessels that enter or touch at some Spanish port, whether 
they load or unload, or whether they do not; those vessels only 
are excluded which make voyages of the first class; that is to say, 
coasting vessels.” 


ROUMANIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 263 of the “Board of Trade 
Sita Journal ” for the 7th November last, a despatch 
Improvements at dated 23rd ult. has been received at the Foreign 
Co ree Office from H.M. Consul-General at Galatz, 
ee forwarding copy ofa report by the British Vice- 
Consul at Constantza on the present state of the harbour improve- 
ments at that port, from which it appears that seven alongside 
berths are now available for general commerce, in addition to a 
special berth for the steamers of the “ Service Martime Roumain.” 
The minimum depth of water along the quays is about 24 feet. 
Before the construction of the new works the depth was 19 feet, 
and there were only three alongside berths. 

It is anticipated that there will be a considerable export trade in 
grain from Constantza during the present winter ; but the approach 
to the quays is still ina very incomplete state, and there will 
probably be much congestion of traffic. 

The winter so far has been unusually mild, and there are at this 
moment some 45 steamers loading in Danube ports, at a period of 
the year when the river is often closed by ice. This will greatly 
lessen the strain at, Constantza. 

The complete report may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament-street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m. 

It may be noted that Constantza is the modern name for the 
port formerly known as ‘“‘ Kustendjie.” 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The New York “ Journal of Commerce” of the 26th ult. reports 
N , that the general agent of the Hamburg-Ameri- 
oot emctgetgtia Steamship Line has made arrangements for 
wien a. a line of steamers between New York and the 
ciate Levant. The plans are completed, and in 
—— February a fleet of four ships will be started 
running. The trips will be made monthly, and while the vessels 
will be principaliy devoted to freight, there will also be 
accommodation for a few passengers. patrk the ports which 
will be touched are Malta, Alexandria, Smyrna, Athens, 
Constantinople, Odessa, and intermediate places. The round trip 
will occupy about two months. As business increases the fleet 
will be enlarged and more frequent trips will be made. 

It is also stated that the same company is building two new 
steamers for service between New York and Hamburg—the 
“ Moltke” and the “Blucher,” each of which will be between 
12,000 and 13,000 tons. They will have no first-class accommoda- 
tion, and will be used mainly as cargo boats. The first of these 
vessels will make her maiden trip next March. 


MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY. 


CANADA. 


The “British Columbia Review” of the 28th ult. reports that 
deposits of molybdenite have been discovered in 
West Kootenay, and also near Pitt Lake on the 
Lower Fraser. The metal is a valuable addition 
to steel, as a little molybdenum gives it a greater toughness. In 
addition to the Pitt Lake deposits, molybdenite has been discovered 
both in the Rossland and Nelson mining districts, but they have 
not yet been developed to any extent. The metal is worth about 
5s. a pound, and should the demand be extended there is nv doubt, 
says the “ Review,” that the Kootenay deposits would soon be opened 
up, but at present the market appears to be somewhat restricted. 


The United States Consul at Vancouver states that the superinten- 
: dent of the assay office there has reported to 
Plating ia the press that, among the specimens of gold 


Britigh. Cobumbia. brought to him to be refined, he has found con- 
siderable quantities of platinum, and he is under the impression 
that the miners do not know platinum when they see it. He 
s on to say, “In all the placer-mining districts of British 
olumbia and the Yukon Territory, large amounts of platinum and 
kindred metals have been thrown away by miners who did not 
know the value of the product. With the present price of platinum 
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it will pay prospectors to be on the look-out for this metal, which 
doubtless exists in considerable quantities in this Province. 
Platinum is not found in ledges, so far as is known, excepting in 
one place in the world. It is found in black sand containing a 
large percentage of magnetic-iron ore anda varying quantity of gold.” 


BRITISH GUIANA. 


The report on the Government Land Department of British 
Kaolin Guiana for the financial year 1900-1901 states 
Clay Deposits.  ‘22t@ Mr. W. Cunningham, who some years 
y Deposits. —_ago obtained a grant of land on the left bank of 
the Corentyne River for the purpose of obtaining kaolin or China 
clay (a deposit of which of very pure quality he had discovered) 
has made very favourable progress with the development of his 
project, and he has succeeded in drawing the attention of manu- 
facturers of pottery and cements in the United States to the clay. 
It is hoped that within the year a new and remunerative industry 
will be started in this article. Large deposits of this clay exist 
in the Corentyne and Berbice Rivers, and it has also been found 
not far up the Demerara River, its easy accessibility for shipping 
purposes being a very advantageous feature. In a report by the 
French Consul at Trinidad, published in the “ Moniteur Officiel du 
Commerce” of the 28th November last, it is stated that a New 
York Company called the “ Colonial Exploitation and Trading Co.” 
has leased the kaolin deposits at Petesville (British Guiana) from 
Mr. Cunningham for a period of 45 years, with power to renew 
for a further 45 years, and bind themselves to buy, at a price fixed 
beforehand, as much kaolin as can be supplied. The minimum 
quantity is calculated at 20,000 tons, but an annual yield of 
100,000 tons is anticipated when the deposit is in full working order. 
Although it is said that the New York Company intend to use 
the greater part of the Petesville deposits in the manufacture of 
concrete, it is also believed that some will be devoted to the 
manufacture of fine China ware and tiles, street paving stones, 
&c., provided, as is anticipated, such articles can be produced from 
kaolin clay at a cheaper rate than from the substance now used. 


NATAL. 


The “ Natal Mercury ” of the 13th ult. reports that a company has 

been formed in Durban, with a capital of 
‘Mica in Zululand. 10,000/., for the purpose of purchasing and 

working mica mines in Zululand. Samples of 
the mica have been sent to England, and it is stated that replies 
have been received that the sample is worth 560/. per ton. The 
whole of the capital has been subscribed locally. The directors 
are proceeding to Zululand to inspect the property. 
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AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the office of the Agent- 
‘ General for Queensland, a communication 
yor stating that the gold returns of that State for 
eres riot the month of December last were as follows, the 
7 j figures for December 1900, being added for 
purposes of comparison :-— 


December, 1:01. December, 1900. 
Ore crushed ... 90,200 tons 76,200 tons 
Total yield 73,300 ounces 62,300 ounces 


The l.test figures for the total yield for the past twelve months, 
as given at the offices of the Agent-General, amounted to 816,600 
ounces, as against 961,100 ounces for the previous year. 


The Board of Trade Lave reccivcd a ccmmunication from 
Ageat-Gircr.i fir Victoria, stating that t 
geld yield of that State during past year 
1901 amounted to 769,562 ounces, the yield for 
. December being 105,387 ounces, as compared 
with 82,498 ounces for December, 1900, and 807,407 ounces for 
the year 1900. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


The Board of Trade have received information from the office of the 
. Agent-General for New Zealand to the effect 

Ca etos, that the production of gold in that Colony 
” during the past 12 months amounted to 
455,559 ounces valued at 1,753,7831., as compared with 371,993 


ounces valued at 1,432,953/. in 1900. 


The yield for 1901 is said to be the highest on record since 1871. 


PERSIA. 
The ‘Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York), noting the 
Petroleu formation of a Belgian company to explore for 
=, petroleum in Persia, states that the petroleum 


cee region of Persia, so far as known, extends 
along a line drawn from Shahku, on the Turco-Persian frontier, 
south-east to the eastern side of the Persian Gulf. 
The northern part of this basin has its centre at 
Kasharashirin, near Shahku. JRound this village are 
numerous pits of a depth of about 32 feet, which the Kurds 
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exploit in a most primitive manner, contenting themselves 
with collecting the oi) from the pits every four or five days. 
An average output of ten barrels is collected each time. The 
petroleum is very fluid and of a greenish colour, and is refined 
on the spot. 

In the centre of the basin, parallel to the Bakhtiari 
Mountains, there is the petroliferous district of Lauriston, the 
deposits of which are in the neighbourhood of important salt 
and sulphur deposits. ‘ 

The existence of petroleum is also shown in a ‘most con- 
spicuous manner at Shuster, where the inhabitants collect it 
on the surface. The Shuster oil is of a special quality, being 
of a yellow colour, very clear and almost transparent, and 
having a specific gravity of 0°773. 

South of this are some natural springs, one of which has a 
regular output of about 22 gallons per day. 

Natural petroleum springs also exist near the Persian 
convent of Nuamzady, at Haf-Cheide. These springs, which 
have an output of about one barrel per day, produce an oil of 
a greenish colour and of a specific gravity of 0°927. 

The south of the Persian basin runs along the shore of the 
Persian Gulf, Dalike being the most important station. In 
this district work has been seriously started by a company, which 
holds the concession of this property. The petroleum of Dalike 
is heavy and bituminous, and is said to have a specific gravity 
of 1-016. 

Investigations are to be made shortly on the shores of the 
Caspian Sea, near the village of Talisch, where there are 
abundant traces of petroleum, and where good drinking water 
and cheap and abundant liquid fuel from Baku are obtainable. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Philadelphia “Ledger” of 30th December states that the 
. anthracite coal year of 1901 is practically 
Anthracite Coal completed, and the estimate is that about 
Trade of 1901. 53,500,000 tons were produced in that year, 
which is an increase of about 8,400,000 tons over 1900, and by far 
the largest annual, product of the trade. Could there have been 
ample facilities for coal shipment and no lack of rolling stock at 
the mines the market would haye taken a much larger output, as 
the demand for anthracite has exceeded the supply during the 
latter part of the year. 


\ 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 

The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
Corn Prices. from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
the week ended the 11th inst., were as follow :-— 

sud 278. 8d. 

Barley... we 268. 7d. 

For further particulars see p. 132. 


A statement is published on p. 133, showing the quantities of 
;_ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
imported into the United Kingdom during the 

WCe. week ended the 11th inst., as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1901. 


CEYLON. 


The Governor of Ceylon, in his address to the Legislative Council of 
Mi the Colony on 18th October last, referred to the 
‘cultural cultivation of minor agricultural products as 

follows :— 

7 “Cacao is doing well, and on most large 
estates the canker has been largely eradicated. Cocoanuts, cinna- 
mon, cardamoms, and other smaller products have been in a 
prosperous condition during the year. 

“Of new products, rubber claims the first place. Exports of 
appreciable quantities have commenced, and the prices obtained 
have been most satisfactory. The latest market report contains the 
entry ‘Best Para, 3s. 9d.; Ceylon, fine, Para sort, 4s. 13d. per Ib.’ 
This cultivation may now be considered established in the wet 
low-country districts. 

“‘Camphor has continued to attract attention, and bids fair to 
prove a paying minor product for many parts of the south-west 
and the hills. Samples prepared from trees grown in the Botanic 
Gardens have lately been valued at 126s. per cwt. The yield of 
camphor from clippings of leaves and young twigs is about 1:2 per 
cent. and the preparation is cheap, so that in places where 16,000 
Ibs. of clippings can be obtained from an acre in a year, there is 
little doubt that it will pay well. 

“Of other minor or new products, tobacco continues to extend, 
also vanilla, pepper, cinchona, and tapioca: the roots of the last 
named are, however, only used as yams, and not for the preparation 
of tapioca. Citronella oil is in a very depressed state, owing to 
over-production and to low prices, with new competition in 
unadulterated oil from Java. The adulteration of our oils is so 
wholesale and so shameless that it is difficult to foresee any remedy 
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for the depression, unless the cultivation be taken up by large 
manufacturers. A detailed investigation has been made, and a 
report will soon be published. 

“Investigations are being made into the Ceylon gutta-perchas, 
ebonies, other subjects. 4 


GERMAN EAST AFRICA. 


According to information received from the Cameroons by the 
2 Oe “ Deutsche Koloniale Zeitung,” the plantations 
Cultivation of of cacao trees in Bibundi, Isongo, and 
in the C Mokundange are very prosperous. Of the 650 
» hectares (hectare = 2°47 acres) planted with 
cacao trees, 150 hectares will produce this year about 3,000 sacks 
of 50 kilogrammes each (kilogramme = 2-2 lbs.) of cacoa. As 
each hectare contains about 500 trees, the crop represents an 
average yield of two kilogs. per tree. This exceptional yield, due 
to the fertility of the soil and to the climatic conditions, is greatly 
assisted by the abundance of rain. There are at Bibundi cacao 
trees four years old, bearing from 60 to 100 pods. On an average 
12 pods give half a kilogramme of beans, and pods have been 
gathered so full that half a kilogramme of cacao has been obtained 
from ten of them. 

Taking into account the growth of the young plants, the crop 
can be increased within four years’ time to 10,000 sacks. As the 
price per sack varies between 80 and 90 francs, the value would 
exceed 800,000 francs (32,000/.). 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The state of employment during December shows some decline in 
most of the principal industries, with the im- 


Rene aed portant exception of coal mining. The general 
nay sla percentage of unemployed at the end of Decem- 
= 1901. ber is greater than a year ago, but is lower than 


the mean percentage for December during the 
past ten years. A comparison of the returns for the end of 
December with those of the previous month is to some extent 
affected by Christmas holidays, and allowance must therefore be 
made for this disturbing influence when considering the figures 
given below. 

In the 142 Trade Unions, with an aggregate membership of 
504,018 making returns, 25,703 (or 4°6 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of December, as compared with 3°8 per cent. 
in November, and with 40 percent. in the 138 unions, with amember- 
ship of 540,102, from which returns were received for December, 
1900. The average percentage of unemployed returned at the 
end of December, during the ten years 1891-1900, was 5:3. 

The above information is based on 2,328 returns, viz., 1,194 from 
Employers, 558 from Trade Unions, and 576 from other sources. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the Yth inst., was 
Cotton Statistics. 202,587, and the number imported during the 
two weeks ended the 9th inst. was 429,302. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 9th 
inst., 6,949 bales, and for the two weeks, 18,217. 
For further details see p. 132. 


The values of the total quantity of fish returned as landed on 
.,:,, the coasts of the British Isles during the month 
Fishery Statistics. of December, 1901, were as follow :— 


English and Welsh Coasts ... oni vas 551,610 
Trish Coasts ... Ps 17,352 


Detailed statistics showing the kinds of fish landed, and givin 
particulars for the 12 months ended December, w ill be found 
for England and Wales on p. 154, for Scotland on p. 135, and for 
Ireland on p. 136. 


. 
i 
| 
: 


Jan. 16, 1902.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 125 


Miscellaneous. 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 
With reference to the tables on p. 532 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 5th September last, showing the 


Pm any value of the trade of the Straits Settlements 
Third Onarte during the first quarter of 1901, the following 
1901. Ts, tables, based on the official return of imports 


and exports recently issued at Singapore, show 
the value of the imports into, and exports from, the Straits 
Settlements during the second and third quarters of 1901, as 
compared with the corresponding periods of 1900. 


Imports (exclusive of Bullion and Specie). 


Second Quarter. Third Quarter. 
1900. 1901. 1900. 1901. 
Live animals, food and drink £ £ | £ £ 
x. narcotics ... | 2,600,532 2,895,017 | 3,020,804 
w materials— 
60,934 47,266 88,117 57,107 
1,419, 823 | 1,452, 755 | 1,387,969 
Other ... wee | 1,441,885 1,283, 035 1:451,313 1,310,977 
Manufactured articles— 
Textile... ° | 1,047,168 | 985,992 1,092,987 | 954,629 
Metal ... .. .. «| 288,548 | 197,536 | 256,381 | 240,158 
Other ... ...  .. 425,903 | 388,930 414,772 | 404,286 
£ | 7,043,504 | 7,181,190 | 7,646,342 | 7,375,930 


Exports (exclusive of Bullion and Specie). 


Second Quarter. | ‘Third Quarter. 
1900. 1901. 1900. 1901. 
Live animals, food dziak £ 
and narcotics ... 2,333,306 | bmaapaetes 2,592,539 | 2,880,278 
Raw materials— 
Textile ... 44, 788 | | 29,482 60,268 29,459 
| 1,495,532 | 1,625,450 | 1,590,735 
1,298, 300 | 1,171 078 | 1,309,633 | 1,279,584 
Manufactured articles— | 
Textile ... ... | 581,930 586,842 | 579,544 | 543,548 
91,374 | 94, "204 99,195 | 108,408 
£ | 6,055,101 | 6,277,977 6,520,685 | 6,667,976 


[NOTE.—The original values have been converted into sterling at the average 
(demand) rates for the respective quarters ; for the second quarter 1s. 113d. for 
both years; and for the third quarter, 2s. Od. for 1900 and ls. 114d. for 1901; 
but any comparison in sterling is not strictly applicable to goods which have their 
origin in silver currency countries. | 
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ADEN. 


The following table, showing the value of the total imports and 

exports of the sea-borne foreign and Indian 

trade of Aden in the year ended 31st March, 

* 1901, as compared with the preceding year, is. 

from the annual report on the trade and navigation of Aden for the 
year 1900-01 :— 


Year ended 31st|Year ended 31st 
March, 1900. | March, 1901. 
Imports— : Rs. Rs. 
Government imports (including treasure) ... 4,39,300 5,42,432 
Total imports... Rs, 4,19,08,826 3,79,45,347 
rts— 
Merchandise ie 3,04,60,258 2,87,70,544 
Treasure ... ob 35,17,037 24,33,319- 
Government exports (including treasure) ... 1,69,988 1,40,458 
| 
Total exports se Bey 3,41,47,283 3,13,44,321 
Rupee = ls, 4d. 


The estimated value of articles of merchandise imported from the. 
interior of Arabia by land into Aden during the year ended 31st 
March last amounted to Rs. 29,60,994, as compared with 
Rs. 27,50,444 in the year ended 31st March, 1900, and the value of 
the merchandise that passed into Arabia per inland communication 
from Aden during the same period amounted to Rs. 15,20,434, as 
compared with Rs. 11,40,755 in the preceding financial year. The. 
value of the treasure that passed into Arabia from Aden amounted: 
to Rs, 1,23,380, as compared with Rs. 1,26,465. 


EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Building copy of the “Building Regulations, 1901,” of 
ti the East African Protectorate. These regula- 
Regulations, tions lay down rules to be observed in the 
construction of any building in Mombasa or other towns of the 
East African Protectorate, the materials which may be employed. 
and other particulars. 
The regulations may be seen by those interested at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament 
Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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GOLD COAST. 


“The report on the Gold Coast for 1900, recently issued by the 

Colonial Office, contains comparative figures 

Trade in 1900. showing the value of the imports into, and the 

exports from, that colony during the years 

1898, 1899 and 1900, distinguishing the trade with the United 

Kingdom, other British colonies, and foreign countries, from which 
the following table has been compiled :— 


Exports. 


| 
| 
From and To— | 
| 1898. | 1899. | 1900. 1898. | 1899. 1900. 


£ | £ 

United Kingdom ...| 726,197| 858,721 920,279 || 713,335 767,575 | 509,779 
British Colonies ..., 43,101| 54,079; 78,042 || 41,667 70,762 | 49,988 
Foreign Countries... 191,033] 239,678 | 296,642 | 287,996 273,41 | 326,678 


Totals... £| sonst 1,152,478 | 1,294,963 | 992,998 1,111,738 | 885,445 


There was a decrease in the value of exports for the year 1900, 
-compared with that of 1899, amounting to 226,393/., which is 
attributed to the Ashanti rebellion and consequent stagnation of 
trade, and also to the fact that rubber no longer goes to the Gold 
Coast ports from the neighbouring French colony, as was formerly 
the case. 


The following are the most important items of decrease :— 


Rubber ite £227,575 
Lumber She 19,329 
Kola nuts... 13,888 
Gold and gold dust... 18,298 
‘The increases are trifling, except in the following articles :— 
Palm oil ... £55,608 
GRENADA. 


“The following tables showing the values of the imports into and 
the exports from Grenada during each of the 

Trade in 1900. years 1896 to 1900 inclusive, are taken from 
a report on that colony recently issued by the 


Colonial Office :— 
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Misceilaneous. 
Imports. 
| 1896. | 1897. | 1898. 1899. 1900. 
Sl £ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom... 68,483 | 78,898 | 98,626 | 101,922 | 105,592 
British Colonies ... 42,504 | 40,126 | 55,254 | 64,603 | 57,628 
United States of America... .... 44,873 | 44,529 | 56,073 | 57,638 | 66,572 
Other Foreign Countries... gs 543 808 830 2,666 2,998 
iis... _.. £ 154,405 | 164,856 | 210,783 | 226,829 | 232,790 
} 
Exports. 
To 1896. | 1897. 1898, 1899. | 1900, 
| i 
£ 4 | £ 
United Kingdom... ... 169,499 | 138,656 243,574 220,479 | 259,079 
British Colonies ... ... 5,790 | 4,283 3,307 5,636 | 5,399 
United States of America ... --| 6,300 | 8.106 8,829 | 13,945 | 31.875 
Other Foreign Uountries ... —... 2,294 | 3,394 1,564 | 27,678 | 15,328 
Totals... ... £) 183,883 | 154,439 257,274 (267,738 | 311,681 


In the past, the trade with the United States of America is 
stated in the Report to have consisted principally of foodstuffs and 
petroleum, but there is ample evidence that an increasing quantity 
of manufactured articles is now finding its way in, displacing the 
corresponding class of British manufactures. The Report continues 
as follows :— 

“This tendency is due not to want of appreciation locally of 
British manufactures, but to the great advantages enjoyed by the 
American imports in point of rapid transit, cheaper freight, and 
lower charges for packing, behind which also lies the well-directed 
advertisement continually employed by the American exporter. 
The first two are, for the present at all events, beyond the power 
of the British merchant to compete with, especially as the Colony 
enjoys the advantage of direct steam service three times a month 
with New York, but greater attention on his part to packing and 
advertisement might attract a large share of West Indian trade. 

‘‘The rapidly increasing consumption by the United States of 
the Colony’s staples, is one of the most promising guarantees of 
the future prosperity of Grenada. In 1896 the cocoa exported 
thither was valued at 4,752/., and the spices at 1,276/.; in 1900 
these values had advanced to 22,376l. for cocoa, and 9,2971. for 
spices. It is known that the consumption of cocoa in the United 
States has in the last five years about doubled, and when the 
enormous population of the States realise the merits of chocolate 
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as a sustaining beverage, as there is good reason to hope they are 
beginning to do, an immense market for the cocoa-producing 
Colonies of the West Indies will be opened up. Similar remarks 
apply to British North America, as yet ynexploited in this respect.” 


GERMANY. 


The United States Ambassador at Berlin has telegraphed to his 

Meat bn Government that a committee of the Bundesrath 

me ge has begun to consider a list of localities for the 

examination and admission of meat, according 

to section it of the new meat-inspection law. «It is stated to be 

probable that this part of the law will not come into force for some 
time, though as yet no specific information is obtainable. 


FRANCE. 


According to the “ Moniteur des Soies” of 28th ult., an important 
commercial mission to the Far East—China, 


; Ph nae 1 Japan, East Indies and America—is in process 
re of formation by a syndicate of manufacturers 

{{ Mission to the ye 
t ‘ Far East, and merchants. The object of the mission is 


to assist in the expansion and development of 
French trade, and to establish a commercial company—the 
European Far-East Company—of commission and representation 
on the basis of direct trade, ic., to trade directly in the principai 
products of the above-mentioned countries, both as regards imports 
and exports; to buy the raw material at the source of production 
and sell direct to the factories and other sources of consumption. 

The mission, which will be away about six months, and is to 
start shortly, will set out under the direction of M. Michel 
Gontharet, Founder and French Director of the Japanese Society 
of Industrial and Commercial Development, at Lyons, well known 
for its important works, its numerous commercial missions round 
the world, &c. 

Full particulars can be obtained on application to M. Michel 
Gontharet, at the offices of the Mission and of the Company, 
" European Extréme—Orient Cie,” 2, place des Terreaux, 4 Lyon. 


According to figures published in the French “Journal Officiel” 
¢ of of 8th inst., the result of the census of France 
1901 taken on the 24th March last, as compared 

. with the census of 1896 was as follows :— 


Number. 
Increase in 1901 are 444,613 


Island of Rhodes. 
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FRANCE—TUNIS. 
According to the “Journal des Débats” of 9th inst., the results 
h of the last census of the French population of 
Tunis taken on the 15th ult., have ‘recently 
Tunis in 1901 beén published. ‘They compare as foliows with 
* the figures of the census of 1891 and of 1896 :— 


1901... ... 23,692 


The French population of the city of Tunis, including Zaghouan 
and Goulette, was, in 1891, 6,240; in 1896, 9,994; and in 1901, 
12,490. Bizerte, which had, in 1891, 501 French inhabitants, and 
934 in 1896, now contains 3,358, an increase of 2,424 in the last 
five years. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 

The Island of Rhodes is the commercial centre of a Turkish vilayet 
" or province, consisting of Rhodes itself and 

Trade in the 16 other islands, sitveated off the coast of 
Anatolia. From a recent report issued by the 
Belgian Consul at Rhodes, it appears that the commercial import- 
ance of the island is not nearly so considerable as in former years. 
There are two ports on the coast available only for small vessels, 
and the larger merchantmen and war vessels have to anchor in the 
roadstead. ‘The trade is carried on by the Messageries Maritimes, 
the Austrian Lloyd, and two or three Turkish companies. The 
Consul reports that there is a growing tendency to import 
merchandise direct into Rhodes instead of via Smyrna and 
Constantinople, and that such importation may be reckoned at from 
25,000 to 30,000 packages per month. The goods come principally 
from Germany and Austria-Hungary. The United Kingdom has 
little direct trade with Rhodes, British products reaching the 
island after transhipment at some other port. The trade 
with the United Kingdom is principally in piece-goods, cotton 
yarn and iron manufactures. As regards the exports from the 
islands, the produce is sent chiefly to Smyrna and Constantinople. 
and also to Trieste, Marseilles, and Hamburg. Only sponges and 
valonia are sent to the United Kingdom. At one time ship- 
building was an important industry in Rhodes, but this has almost 
entirely disappeared owing to the vexatious formalities and re- 


strictions amounting almost to prohibition imposed by the Turkish 


Government. 

Silkworm raising is once more assuming some importance, the 
Pasteur system having given good results. Eighty per cent. of 
the eggs used come from France. _. 

The sponge fisheries form the most important industry, the 
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annual value of which is estimated at about 160,000/. There are 
a few tanneries in the island. 

The mining industry of Rhodes is at present unimportant, though 
there are a few deposits of chrome, manganese, argentiferous lead, 
copper, emery, and iron which are worked by natives of the island. 


PERSIA. 


The Belgian Consul at Trebizond, in a recent 1eport, states that 
the value of the merchandise registered at the 


Trebizond Customs for transit to Persia decreases 
. every year, as may be seen from the following 
table :— 
Imports into Persia Trebizond. 
1899... des 503,880 


1900 : 415,280 


This decrease, the Belgian Consul asserts, is due to smaller 
shipments of cotton goods, especially from the United Kingdom, 
where exports of these articles to Persia via Trebizond in 1900 was 
88,0001. less than in 1899 (140,000/. in 1900, as against 228,000/. 
in 1899). 


REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA. 
A despatch, dated 17th November last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister Resident 


Decree enforcing Consul-General at Bogoté, forwarding copy 


gang ar and translation of a Decree which has recently 
te D a been issued in respect to the enforced registra- 
= a saan ? tion of public and private documents, and also 
Prost oe <q declaring as null and void any contracts that 
dine Oe in MAY be made stipulating for payment in any 
other currency than that recognised by the 
wae J: Law, viz.: the notes of the “curso forzoso ” 


issued by the Government. 

The conditions contained in Articles III. and VI., declaring as 
null and void any contract that may be made in any other cur- 
rency than that recognised by the Law, will affect very much the 
interests of foreign commercial houses trading with the Republic, 
as owing to the depreciation of the paper currency, and the con- 
tinuous rise in the exchange, it is very difficult to do business 
except on a gold basis. The copy of the Decree, together with 
the translation thereof, may be seen by those interested at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Par- 
liament Street, 8.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Return of the Namber of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
-and 2 Weeks ended 9th January, 1902. 


Week ended | Week |! Week ended| Weeks 
— 9th Jan., 9th J 9th Jan., 9th J 
1902. 1902. 
1902. || 1902. 
IMPORTS. Exports. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American... 371,614 1,721 7,033 
Brazilian abe on 5,928 10,837 
East Indian ... ms ons 110 423 271 433 
Egyptian 23,530 42,347 4,946 10,220 
Miscellaneous 1,569 4,081 ii 531 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 11th January, 1902, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years, pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 


Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
a. s. a. 
Week ended 11th January, 1902 ... | 
Correspondirg week in— 
21 8 14 0 
1897 ... ide obs 24 10 16- 5 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn’ Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


| 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
oduce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
llth January, 1902, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- 
llth January,| ing week 
1902. in 1901. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... —... Number. 8,829 8,707 
Sheep andlambs... 9,000 7,766 
Swine ane ve ” 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef Cwts. 84,999 71,334 
Pork 23,641 20,705 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Beef eee eee eee eee ” 5,546 3,471 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... 5 9,022 12,071 
Meat,preserved,otherwise thanby salting ” 20,220 19,201 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Milk, fresh, incansordrums ... =... ” 80 584 
» condensed .. 18,985 18,670 
. 9 preserved, other kinds... 
Poultry and Value £ 54,476 26,450 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) soa, tba Cwts, 6,951 15,865 
Lard ... ove eee eos 29,835 35,578 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Whi eco oss Cwts. 1,251,300 726,900 
Wheat-meal and flour ... ove ” 493,700 
Oats wo Se ‘ 358,900 452,900 
Peas eee one 36,700 9 
Maize orIndiancon .. .. ” 1,476,400 1,140,000 
Fruit, raw :— 
cots eee ee ” 
Currants ... ose ” 
Grapes... « 181 56 
Lemons ... 22,254 24,272 
Pears ” 1 
Strawberries ove ” = 
” 132 2,711 
Ha coe eee eee eee . Tons, 7,904 1, 
Straw* eee eee ” 1,192 
Hops ... Cwis. 8,692 18,800 
Beans* eee 73,450 
egetables, raw :— 
Cwts, 29,438 63,189 
Tomatoes eee eee eee oe ” 2,714 7,476 
etables, i eee eee eee eee ta, ’ 
* Not shown in 1901. 
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Fishery Statistics—England and Wales. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and Va.uve of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the EncuisH and Wetsu Coasts from the fishing grounds 
during the Month and Twelve Months ended 3lst December, 1901, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1900. 


Twelve Months ended 
December. | December. 
1901. | 1900. | 1901. 1900. 
QUANTITY, 
Cwts. | Cwts. Cwts. 
1,231 1,380 | 17,566 20,717 
548 6,251 || 76,297 75,325 
3,998 4,913 || 52,666 60,715 
Prime fish not separately distinguished 1,514 1,44 || 19,379 30,205 
Total prime fish .., ... 12;291 13,988 165,908 186,961 
191,0 9 186,712 || 2,353,468 | 2,487,282 
Halibut 2,305 2,820 102,969 136,582 
177,161 281,149 || 2,454,686 | 2,425,247 
Ling 5,792 5,85 97,646 99, 
: 455 2,748 || 367,798 321,362 
4,985 5,183 || 91,025 | 106 001 
49,269 || 848,180 752,504 
not separately distinguished, except shell 
Total... we 600,105 695,297 || 8,648,157 | 8,600,061 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs 54,806 63,695 || 5,825,974 | 5,177,350 
Lobsters 832 2,456 650,691 654,152 
3,969,000 | 4,714,000 || 37,301,000 | 37,847,000 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Othershellfish 39,044 53,281 486,557 539,380 
VALUE. 
& 
$6,975 560,216 567,488 
Prime fish not separately distinguished a 5,007 3,930 61,532 105,098 
Total primefish ... 75,127 78,239 901,622 981,539 
= = 43,606 38,562 437,687 $32,188 
Haddock 163,317 | 159,903 || 1,699,723 | 1,696,424 
Halibut we 7,957 8,514 193,472 229,668 
Herrings 79,838 100,010 893,224 934,429 
Ling $5561 63,812 63,955 
5,407 7,183 11,487 18,230 
not separately distinguished, except shel] 
Total... ave 526,912 | 540,755 || 6,521,815 | 6,610,268 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs ane 584 705 58,743 56,822 
1,185 132,025 
(Othershelfish 9,512 12,425 144,643 154,081 
24 698 31,745 358,306 371,518 
Total valueoffishlanded ... ...| 551,610 572,500 || 6,875,121 | 6,981,786 


Norz.—The figures for 1901 are sub: 
are the actual values 


returned the 


ject to correction in the Annual Return. The values 
local officers at each place. _ 


a 
q 
q 
| 
q 
q 
iq 
a 
i} 
| 
| 
| 
a 
i 
> 
4 


Jan. 16, 1902.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 135 
Fishery Statistics —Scotland. 
Statement of the Toran Quantity and Vauve of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the Scortisn Coasts during the Month and Twelve Months 
ended 31st December, 1901, compared with the corresponding Periods 
of the Year 1900. 
Twelve Months ended 
December, December. 
1901. | 1900. 1901. 1900. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles(Lemon Soles) 1,349 1,095 22,461 20,621 
Flounder, Plaice, Bill 9,604 7,452 122,157 102,276 
i oon eee eee eee 34,376 68,880 4,338,536 3,520,125 
5,847 +607 157,164 156,991 
Saith (Coal Fish)... 4,412 2,468 78,260 89,852 
(Tusk) 1,725 509 14,619 10,021 
Fish paratat eee ove 11,362 7,065 123,584 74,982 
no’ distinguished, t shell 
Total 198,582 | 202,311 || 6,884,886 | 5,369,161 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
93.733 |) 3,145,558 | 3,223,181 
704 936 6,491 6,372 
10,486 13,100 102,478 143,322 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ £ 
Soles (Lemon 3,570 2,766 48,131 $1,688 
Eel (Conger)... ‘ 
Flounder, Plaice, 12,557 9,726 134,201 109,875 
Hadd vee one 59,463 53,682 527,441 502,589 
Sprate 2,525 410 4,488 1,876 
J 5,162 3,581 45,122 35,517 
~ not separately distinguished, except shell - 
cow... 112,195 || 2,237,952 | 2,325,742 
Total value of fish landed... os one 134,053 116,259 2,318,977 2,401,181 
Norg.—The above figures are subject to correction in the'Annual Returns, 
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of the Year 1900. . 


Fishery Statistics—Ireland. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and Vauuve of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Twelve Months 
ended 31st December, 1901, compared with the corresponding Periods 


Twelve Months ended 
December December. 
1901. 1900. 1901. 1900. 
QUANTITY 
Cwts. 
Soles 144 209 3,295 4,778 
Turbot . 47 101 1,237 1,467 
Total prime fish ; . 191 310 4,532 6,255 
Haddock . 1,116 882 || 9,583 | 12,444 
Ling 105 058 || 9,802 | 11,919 
6,735 2,954 || 310,156 | 241,540 
798 4 6,733 356 
Ai 1,654 523 14,005 | 11,934 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell fish 2,517 2,158 50,023 $4,827 
29,935 | 30,317 || 705,746 | 603,788 
| 
Shell fish :— No. No. || No. No. 
115 || 203,861 | 201,789 
Lobsters ne ee 568 1,560 || 244,854 | 285,821 
19,360 | 23,500 |). 137,367 | 220,190 
Owts. Cwts. || Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish a 7,358 1,172 || 29,725 | 20,889 
| 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ £ 
Total prime fish 843 857 14,923 | 18,553 
Cod 1,330 1,229 15,748 | 18,785 
1,543 906 10,081 | 11,582 
Herrings 4,116 4,981 75,098 70,404 
— 1 172 4,924 5,380 
3,722 1,613 || 105,994 | 106,842 
1,289 415 9,488 8,468 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell fish 2,518 1,925 37,476 28,898 
Total 16,792 | 13,666 || 284,735 | 276,946 
Shell fish :-— 
Lobsters 80 66 7,351 8,321 
Oysters... 74 52 385 473 
shell fish 311 4,855 6,441 
560 430 || 18,546 |. 16,249 
Total value of fish landed ... ... ...| 17,352 | 14,096 || 298,281 | 295,195 


Norz.—The above are subject to correction in 


the Annual Returns. 
values returned by the localofficers at each place. 


. The values given 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of December, 1901, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Qliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1900, in two Volumes, may 
be purchased at a cost of 5s. 10d. for the first, and 4s. for the 
second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated above. 
This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives, in the first volume, Abstract Tables for the years 
1896-1900, and detailed statement of imports and exports of each 
article (from and to each country), and, in the second volume, 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 
United Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued the 15th inst. :—State 
of the Labour Market in December, 1901: Changes in Wages and 
Hours of Labour in 1901: Trade Disputes in 1901: Dispute in the 
Fishing Trade at Grimsby, Sir Edward Fry’s Award: Labour Dis- 

_putes in Austria in 1900: Workmen’s Compensation Law in Sweden: 
New Industrial Organisations Registered in 1901: &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is' a réswmé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt’ with in recently issued Consular Reports of the 
Annual Series. 


2737. Trade of France, 1900. 


French trade for 1900 as _ ing the share of various coun- 
shown by the definite figures tries in the trade including 
‘in the annual statement. carrying trade. 
Figures and diagrams show- 
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Government Publications. 


Imports 
articles. 

Imports from and exports to 
the United Kingdom by articles. 

French shipping bounties 
and legislation. 


and exports by 


Agriculture and legislation 
affecting it. 

Coal figures. 

Population andsavings-bank. 

Poultry rearing. 

Cycles and motor-cars and 
regulations affecting them. 


2738. Trade of Foochow, 1900. 


General increase of trade in 
1899 not maintained. 

Increase in native imports. 

Of foreign goods 80 per cent. 
come via Hong-Kong, and of 
native goods 62 per cent. via 
Shanghai. 

Increase in rice 
caused by famine. 

90 per cent. of foreign opium 
imports consigned to Chinese. 
The foreign opium is almost 
always mixed with native for 


imports 


consumption. Large increase 
in cultivation of latter descrip- 
tion. 

Depression in tea _ trade. 
Large amount of tea remain- 
ing unsold. 

Increase 
trade. 

Possibilities of Fokien as a 
manufacturing and mining 
field. 

Tables of imports, exports, 
and shipping. 


in transit pass 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Gas Undertakings. Return relating to all authorised Gas Under- 
takings in the United Kingdom, other than those of Local Authorities 
for the year ended 31st December, 1900. 320. Price 9d. 


This is an annual return issued by the Board of Trade containing 
statistics as to the operation of the various gas companies in the 
United Kingdom. The present return deals with 453 authorised 
undertakings with a total share capital authorised of 66,242,7751., 
and supplying 1,946,000 consumers. During the year ended 
31st December, 1900, the receipts of these companies amounted 
to 17,639,0001. and their expenditure to 13,865,0001. ; 8,427,000 
tons of coal were carbonised during the year, and 94, 869, 749, 000 
cubic feet of gas made. 


Gas Undertakings. (Local Authorities.) Return retating to all 


authorised Gas Undertakings in the United Kingdom belonging to 
Local Authorities for the year ended 25th March, 1901. 321. 
Price 54d. 

This return shows that during the year ended 25th March, 1901, 
240 local authorities were engaged in the manufacture of gas for 
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Government Publications. 


lighting purposes, &c. The quantity of gas made in 1900-01 was 
57,188,062,000 cubic feet, coal to the extent of 5,479,000 tons 
being used. The number of consumers supplied with gas was 
1,767,464, and, in addition, 278,343 public lamps were lighted by 
gas manufactured by local authorities. 


Return. Pilotage. 268. Price 1s. 7d. 


This return, which is issued in continuation of Parliamentary 
Paper, No. 265, of 1900, gives particulars as to any changes in 
pilotage rates and bye-laws of the various pilotage authorities in 
the United Kingdom, lists of licensed pilots, and particulars of 
receipts and expenditure on account of pilotage at each port 
during 1900. 


| 
| 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
1st January, 1901, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, B.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


(Jan. 16; 


1902, 


No. 


Price No. 


Place. Place. Price 
EUROPE— | 

Austria-Hungary: .- German Empire and Colonies: 
Austria-Hungary ...1900| 2d, || 2622 | Baden ... 4.1900) 1d. 
Bohemia » | 2d. || 2576 | Chemnitz | 
Bosnia and Herzego-_ || 2697 | Dantzig deo jy 
vina ... 1899} 1d. | 2680 | Frankfort 
Bosnia and Herzego- || 2671 | Germany 23d. 
vina ive ---1900) 1d. | 2551 | Germany (Estimates) "1901! 1d. 
Fiume ... ld. | 2568 | German East Africa ...1900| 3d. 
Hungary (Financial 2628 | Hamburg 
Conditicn) — | 2d. | 2574 | Pomerania... 33d. 

Trieste . 1900 1}d.| 2732 | Wiirtemburg, 1900 and part 
Bohemian Sugar Industry. 3d. | of 1901 13d. 
|| 549 | Colanial Estimates for 1901| 1d. 

Belgium : 553 | German Iron trade ssl Gad. 
Belgium soe ---1900) 13d.| 559 | Vine Culture and Wine 
Trade (1898-1900) 1d. 

561 | Chemical Instruction’ and 

Bulgaria: Industries ... ...| 4d. 

Bulgaria .-.1900} 24d. 
Greece: 

Denmark : | 2599 | Cyclades +1900} 13d. 
Denmark (Supplement) 1899 3d. | 2606 | Greece ... 
Denmark ane 00| 4d. | 2554 | Ionian Islands... 1899| 13d. 
Faroe Islands . ld. || 2573 | Morea ... 1900} 1}d. 
Iceland 1898-1900 ld. | 2614 | Pirzeus ... 

France and Colonies: 

Algiers L900} 24d. Italy: 

Bordeaux eee | 3d. || 2563 | Ancona... ..1900} 1d. 
Brest .. 9 | 1d. || 2681 | Genoa ... ons 
Calais ... | 23d.) 2616 | Italy... 
Cherbourg... eee | 2d. || 2550 | Italy (Southern) 
Corsica .. . eee yy | 1d. || 2678 | Italy (Southern) (sup- 
Dahomey plementary .. ay | 
Dunkirk es 9, | 1d. || 2559 | Italy (Finances) 1900-1| 1d. 
France (Finances) +1901) 2d. || 2637 | Leghorn ...1900) 23d. 
France .. ..-1900) 3d. || 2679 | Lecce ... 
Havre ... | 3d. || 2597 | Lombardy _... 
Indo-China... coo 9p) | 28.1] 2708 | Rome ... 1 
La Rochelle ... eee | 1§d.|| 2684 | Sardinia ld. 
Marseilles wed ee 9 | 5d. || 2716 | BSicily.. 1900 and half of 1901 23d. 
New Caledonia ats Sy 570 | Industries of the Province 
Pondicherry and Karikal ,, | 1d. 

Réunion 1d. Netherlands and 
Pr of French 2577 --1900| 1d. 
Plu 2d. || 2594 | Curac | 
eduction “of No ormandy 2656 a (Dutch) 
Cider 2d. || 2665 | Java... 
Openings for ‘British Trade 2579 | Netherlands... 2d. 
in the Rordeauxm District| 3d. 565 | Drainina of the Iuidor Zee 23d. 


| 
=| 

2664 
2688 
2552 
2715 
2694 
2565 
2588 
554 

2701 
2593 
2642 
2547 
2640 
2589 
2733 

2710 
2612 
2596 
2582 
2670 
2624 
2706 
2607 
2649 
2737 
2562 
2618 
2569 
2668 
2626 
2600 
2625 
2663 

546 

552 
560° 
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No. Place. '|Price|| No. Place. Price 
Norway and Sweden: 2650 | Constantinople we | LT 
2690 | Gothenburg & District1900) 2d. || 2657 | Erzeroum ose Chat 1d. 
2659 | Norway... see | 53d.|| 2584 | Palestine 
2726 (sup plementary) » | 2730 | Salonica 
2590 | Stockholm District ,, | 3d. || 2641 | Smyrna... | 
2588 | Trebizond 
Portugal and Colonies: ~ |} 2634 | Tripoli ..; yy 
2555 Angola ... eee +1899) 568 | Suggestions for British 
2721 | Angola... 900) 1d. Traders... ove) <5 
2627 | Beira ... ose 1d. 
2699 || Chinde... ow 121899 ld. || AFRICA— 
2604;;Goa 3d. || 2686 | Alexandria (Egypt) ...1900} 1d. 
2630 | Inhambane... we 9 | ld. || 2722 | British Central Africa i 
2677 | Madeira Protectorate... 1900-1901) 23d. 
2608 | Mozambique ... «ee gy | Ld. || 2682 | Dar-al-Baida 
2695 | Oporto ... {| (Morocco) 
2635 | Portugal (Southern)... ,, | || 2549 » | 24d. 
2654 | Quilimane.... | 30. || 2653 | Pem (Zanzibar) ” 
2689 and Suez af 
2669 | Roumania one .1900| 14d. 2725 | Senegal .. 
Russia 2545 | Somali Coast "Protec- 
2623 | Batoum... ie ..1900} 2d. torate .. 2d. 
2548 | Odessa District (Agri- 2603 | Tangier (Morocco) "1899 2d. 
culture) » | 1d. || 2728 13d, 
2709 | Odessa ... », | 8$d.|| 2784 Ukamba (British East 
2578 | Poland and Lithuania » | 4d. Africa) ‘i dd. 
2719 | Reval ... | Id, || 2718 | Zanzibar lid. 
2698 | Riga ae wee yy | 2. || 551 | Veterinary Workin British 
2708 | St. sant East Africa and Uganda 
2613 | Taganrog Protectorates (1898-1900)| 3d. 
2729 Trans-Caucasus | (Agri- 557 | Report on British Trade 
culture) ..1901| 1d with Egypt (1895-1900)...| 2d. 
555 | Mineral and Metallurgical 
Industries .. | 24d. [For German, French and 
569 | Russian Customs Reguia- Portuguese Colonies in 
tions eve 23d. Africa see under Germany, 
France and Portugal.] 
2553 | Servia 1899-1900) AMERICA, NORTH— 
. Spain: United States of America: 
2651 | Barcelona... .-1900} 23d.)| 2570 | Baltimore +1900} 2d. 
2598 | Bilbao ... | 2672 | Boston ... eee || 
2592 | Cadiz ... yy | 23d.|| 2572 | Charleston... 
2605 | Canary Islands see | 2566 | Chicago ooo ORM 
2586 | Corunna | 2d. || 2558 New Or Orleans 
2636 | Malaga... ose yy | 2681 |New York _... oo | 
2560 | Spain ... 23d,|| 2666 | Oregon ... OM 
Switzerland: 2638 | Philippine Islands... | 2d. 
2575 | Switzerland ... 1d. || 2647 | Porto Rico . ooo 
2734 | ,, (supplementary) ,, | 1d. || 2673 | San Francisco... coe 
2571 | Texas ... || 230. 
2587 14d, eet ar Industry... d. 
2707 | Baghdad peo yy | 4d. || 550 | Zine Industry 
2712 | Bussorah 4d. || 556 | Cement Indus mae. sg 
2662 | Beirutand Coast of Syria |, » | 14d@)|| 562 | Coal and Coke Trade 1hd. 
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ASIA— 
563 | Horse Ld. Borneo 
567 | Purchase an Holding of 2711 | Sarawak $4 --1900| 1d. 
Lands by Aliens .. 
China: 
Cuba: 2664 | Amoy ... ed -1900} 1d. 
2674 Cuba ... .-1900| 23d@.|| 2676 | Canton ... soe 
2652 | Chefoo ... 
Mexico: 2738 | Foochow wif 
2546 | Mexico... 2601 | Hankow | 
2693 | Mexico... 900} 23d.|| 2619 | Ichang ... | 
2714 | Kiungchow 
2646 | Newchwang ... ad. 
AMERICA, CENTRAL— 2629 | Ningpo... 
2661 | Costa Rica ---1900) 1d. || 2683 | Pakhoi ... || 
2585 | Nicaragua | Id. || 2645 | Samshui | 
AMERICA, SOUTH— 2781 | Shanghai 
Argentina: 2617 | Shashih... 4d, 
2615 | Buenos Ayres ... -- 1900} 23d.|| 2620 | Swatow... ~~... 
2609 | Rosario... + | 2d. || 2655 | Wenchow 
2658 | Wuchow 
Brazil: 2667 | Wuhu ... 
2696 | Bahia ... 1d, 4 
2580 | Para... | Corea : 
2591 Pernambuco ... | 24. || 2687 | Corea . 900} 34d. 
2602 | Porto Alegre ... | 14d. 
2724 | Rio de Janeiro... 3d. Ja 
2702 | Rio Grande de Sul, “]s99- 2682 | Hakodate ses ..1900} 1d. 
1900 3d. || 2564 | Hiogo and Osaka cba: oy | Ud. 
547 | Report on “the State of 2595 | Japan ... ive oso | She. 
Maranhao.. 1}d.\| 2691 | Kobe ... ove | 
558 | Financial and Economic 2692 | Nagasaki oe coe 99 | L3d. 
Situation ... 1d. || 2728 | North Formosa ade! iy’ A 
2544 | Tainan (South 
Chile : Formosa)... 2d. 
2700 | Chile... ...1900} 3d. || 2611 | Yokohama 900} 14d. 
2567 uimbo ---1899) 3d. || 564 | Foreign Tradeand sniping 
2736 | Chile (Supplementary) 1900) 1d. 1872-1900 . 1d. 
Colombia: United States of Persia: 
2660 | Barranquilla ... --.1900} 1d. || 2685 | Azerbaijan... ++-1900] 43d. 
2631 | Persian Gulf ... | 
Paraguay: 2648 | Resht ... soe | 
2610 | Paraguay 1d. 
Peru: 2705 | Bangkok +1900} 1d, 
2639 | Peru... 1900) 2717 | Chiengmai ow | Ad. 
|| 2720 | Nan yy | 
Venezuela: | (For Dutch, Fi rench and Por- 
2643 | Caracas... so .-.1900) 13d. tuguese Colonies in Asia 
2633 | Ciudad Bolivar Seeitgy | OE see under Netherlands, 
France and Portugal. | 
[For Dutch and French 
Colonies in South America PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
see under Netherlands and 2561 | Samoa ... wie +1900) 3d. 
France. | | 2727 | Society Islands teas 


I 
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Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since Ist January, 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


Price. 


1 


0 


| 


Agreement between the United Kingdom and aw 
relative to China 

Convention between the United ‘Kingdom and J apan ‘for the 
protection of the estates of deceased persons * 

Accession of the Kingdom of Sweden to the Venice Sanitary 
Convention of 19th March, 1897, and to the Declaration 
additional thereto 

Agreement, additional, to the Convention between the United 
Kingdom and France *. 8th December, 1882, relative to 
the exchange of Telegraph Money Orders 

Convention between the Baital Kingdom and the United 
States of America for the. mutual extradition of nage 
criminals .. 

Convention between the United Kingdom | and France 
referring to Arbitration, the differences in connection with 
the Waima and “Sergent Malamine” Incidents .., eee 

Convention between the United Kingdom and Denmark for 


the exchange of Press Telegrams at reduced rates ... 

Treaty between the United Kingdom and Servia for the 
mutual surrender of fugitive criminals 

International Convention for the pacific settlement of 
International disputes .. 

International Convention for adapting to ‘maritime war- 
fare the principles of the Geneva Convention of 22nd 
August, 1864 =... 

International Convention with "respect to the Laws and 
Customs of War by land . ve 


id. 
id. 


4d, 


2d. 
24d. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
312 St. Vincent... ove ove eee 24. 
314 Hong Kong ... ees 
315 Southern Nigeria ove ove ove 2kd, 
316 Grenada ose ove ose ace 
317 Jamaica ooo eve 43d. 
318 British Guiana. ove ove 2d. 
320 British Solomon Islands ove eee ld, 
322 Bermuda os ove 13d. 
323 8t. Helena... ove jee 14d. 
324 Sierra Leone ... 23d, 
326 Barbados one ove a 2d. 
328 Turks and Caicos Islands eee ose lid, 
329 Malta gue ase eee 3d. 
330 Straits Settlements eee 2d. 
334 Falkland Islands ove ode] 
335 Mauritius and Rodrigues a3 
336 British New Guinea 3d. 
337 Leeward Islands oop 23d. 
338 Trinidad and Tobago ... 3 24d. 
339 British Honduras 2d. 
340 Hong-Kong... ose 13d. 
341 Ceylon ons | 2d. 
342 Gibraltar ove ove dd. 
343 Basutoland... do oof 
344 Gold Coast... des if} 


8 


144 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. cs [Jan. 16, 1902, 


THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of. representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was uested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on. all. subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. : 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Excise and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; Trading Licenses ; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties ; Lists of 
Firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &e. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoede’s office for the sale of such documents, in Hast Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 29d. 


